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ABSTRACT

Intermolecular reactions of planar chiral 9-membered diallylic amides provide a variety of bicyclic compounds with central chiralities in a
stereospecific fashion with high group selectivity. Lewis-acid-promoted intramolecular reactions of the obtained bicyclic compounds provide
transannular products in a stereospecific fashion. Furthermore, a direct transannular reaction of diallylic amide involving sequential
intermolecular�intramolecular reactions has been developed.

The stereochemical study of macrocyclic alkenes is
classical and an important issue in structural organic
chemistry and has attracted much attention in connection
with stereoselective transformations of conformationally
restricted olefins and their application for stereoselective
synthetic approaches.1 It is well-known that the olefinic

moiety in medium-sized cyloalkenes is approximately per-
pendicular to the plane of the ring. Since one face of the
olefinicπ-system is severely hindered by the position of the
allylic moiety and by the transannular ring moiety, it
would be expected that an intermolecular reaction would
only occur from the outer peripheral face. To the contrary,
intramolecular transannular reactions only occur from the
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inner peripheral face.2 On the basis of this stereochemical
principle, the stereoselective transformation of alkenes has
been accomplished in conformationally restricted macro-
cylic systems.3 However, this kind of strategy is often pre-
vented by the number of stable conformers and their easy
interconversion by low-energy-barrier pseudorotation.
Recently, we have reported a novel cyclic amide 1 that

has only two enantiomeric conformers at ambient tem-
perature and displays stable planar chirality arising from
its topological constraint (Figure 1).4 Both of its two
olefins are approximately perpendicular to the ring and,
hence, amide 1 will be a superior substrate for the above-
mentioned stereoselective transformation. Herein, we re-
port the stereo- and group-selective transformation of 1 by
a variety of intermolecular reactions and a stereospecific
transannular reaction of the resulting products.

At the outset, we examined the epoxidation reaction of 1
usingm-CPBA (Scheme 1).5 A reaction of (S)-1a (R, R0 =
Me) (>98% ee) with 1.3 equiv ofm-CPBA at 0 �C for 4 h
provided C3�C4 epoxide (3R, 4R)-2a, C7�C8 epoxide
(7R, 8S)-3a, and diepoxide (3R, 4R, 7R, 8S)-4a in 64, 10,
and 24% yields, respectively.6,7 The observed group selec-
tivity between the C3�C4 olefin and C7�C8 olefin can be

explained by its distortion: the C3�C4 bond is twisted by
ca. 30�, while the C7�C8 bond is almost flat (ca. 3�) as per
X-ray crystallographic analyses.4a,8,9 A similar reaction of
(S)-1b (R, R0 = H) (>98% ee) also provides the C3�C4
epoxide (3R, 4R)-2b as the major product in 72% yield,
although it requires amuch longer reaction time [m-CPBA
(1.5 equiv) at 0 �C for 22 h]. All of the obtained epoxides
2�4 are diastereomerically and enantiomerically pure, and
their stereochemistry attests to the fact that the epoxida-
tion reaction only occurs from the outer peripheral faces,
as we expected.

Similar C3�C4 olefin selectivity and stereoselectivity
were observed in cyclopropanation reactions. As shown
in Scheme 2, both the Simmons-Smith reaction and di-
chlorocyclopropanation provide 5 (X = H or Cl) as the
major product.

Figure 1. Stable confomers of 1 and their expected reaction sites.

Scheme 1. Epoxidation of 1

Scheme 2. Cyclopropanation of 1a
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Amuch higher group selectivity was realized in a [2þ 2]-
cycloaddition reaction with alkoxyketene.10,11 The reac-
tion of (S)-1a (>98% ee) with methoxyketene, which was
prepared in situ frommethoxyacetyl chloride and Hunig’s
base in the presence of BF3 3OEt2, yields C3�C4 cyclobu-
tanone 8 as the sole product in 81% yield with >98% dr
and>98% ee along with recovered (S)-1a (19%) (eq 1).12

The obtained compounds 2, 3, and 8 have strained small
rings, which can be activated by Lewis acids, and the C7�
C8 or C3�C4 olefin is properly located at the back side of
the rings. Therefore, they would be suitable substrates for
transannular reactions. As shown in Scheme 3, BF3 3OEt2-
promoted reactions of (3R, 4R)-2a and (3R, 4R)-8a pro-
vide octahydroisoindole derivatives 9 and 10, respectively,
as amixture of the regioisomer of the olefinmoiety in good
to excellent yields with high stereoselectivity. In contrast, a
similar reaction with (7R, 8S)-3a provides a unique oxa-
and aza-tricyclo decane 11 as the sole product, which again
occurs with high stereoselectivity.

Plausible mechanisms for these transannular reactions
are shown in Scheme 4. The reactions of 2a and 8a should
involve C3-cation intermediates i or ii, which are formed
by epoxide or cyclobutanone ring cleavage, respectively.
Then, a C�C bond formed between C3 and C8 (i.e., C3
and C7a in 9 and 10) followed by the elimination of a
proton to yield 9 and 10. In a similar manner, the reaction
of 3a forms aC7-cation intermediate iii, whichprovides the
C4-cation intermediate iv via direct C3�C7 bond forma-
tion or via skeletal rearrangement of the C3-cation inter-
mediate v. Then, C4�O bond formation provides 11.

Furthermore, we found a direct transannular reaction of
1a, as shown in Scheme 5. The reaction of 1awith NBS or
NIS provides the octahydroisoindole derivatives 12 or 13,
respectively, as a mixture of the regioisomer of the olefin
moiety in an excellent yield with high stereoselectivity.13

Scheme 3. BF3 3OEt2-Promoted Transannular Reactions of 2a,
3a, and 8a

Scheme 4. Plausible Mechanisms for the Transannular Reac-
tions of 2a, 3a, and 8a
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In addition, a similar reaction using (PhO)2PONHTf
provides 14 in a good yield.14�16 These reactions should

involve cationic activation at the C3�C4 olefin of 1a
from the outer face and transannular C4�C7 bond (i.e.,
C3�C7abond in14) formation.Thus, theobservedunique
reactivity of 1a is due to the high reactivity of the C3�C4
olefin and the presenceof a properly locatedC7�C8olefin.
In summary, we described stereoselective multimodal

transformations of a planar chiral 9-membered diallylic
amide to provide a variety of chiral molecules that are
otherwise difficult to obtain. Further work is in progress
to strengthen the synthetic utility of the planar chiral
heterocycles.
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Scheme 5. Direct Transannular Reactions of 1a


